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Request

I would like to request under the Freedom of Information Act data held by Tyne and
Wear Fire and Rescue Service on vehicle fires attended by your emergency crews for
the financial years 2017-18 to 2022-23 inclusive.

The information | am seeking relates directly to vehicles which have caught fire either
while parked or while in use. An example would be a car which catches fire while
parked outside a house or a car which catches fire while driving along the road.

I am not looking for information on vehicles which have been deliberately set alight or
that have caught fire after being involved in a road traffic collision.

I would like information held by Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service broken down
into the following categories:

Type/Class of vehicle (such as Car/SUV/MPV/Van/HGV)
Make: (Such as Ford/Vauxhall/Mercedes/LandRover)
Model: (Such as Mondeo/Corsa/E-Class/Discovery)

Fuel: (Such as Petrol/Diesel/LPG/Hydrogen/Hybrid/Electric)

I would also like information as to whether the vehicle fire caused any casualties /
fatalities or caused damage to other vehicles / buildings.

Reply

The following information is taken from Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service
(TWFRS) Incident Recording System (IRS). An IRS incident record is completed by
the Officer in Charge for every incident attended.

Firefighters record the suspected motive (reason) for the start of a fire. Fires are
categorised as: accidental, deliberate or unknown according to the probable cause, as
observed at the scene.

Sometimes, it is not possible to determine a motive. In such cases the motive will be
recorded as ‘not known’. As a general rule, fires where the motive is ‘not known’ are
counted with accidental fires. So, accidental fires will include a small number of fires
where the motive cannot be determined with any reliability.

This is the number of accidental and not known vehicle fires attended by TWFRS within
Tyne and Wear over the six fiscal years from (15t April 2017 to 315t March 2023).

The type of vehicle is obtained from the property types in our IRS incident recording
system.
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2.6  Makes and models of vehicles are not always recorded on the incident reports. Where
they are mentioned | have included them in the tables in this report, but approximately
30% of the incident reports do not mention either the make or model.
2.7 Ourincidentreports do not ask for the fuel type of the vehicle so this data is not available.
3 Data
3.1 All accidental/not known vehicle fires in Tyne and Wear over the six year period of this
report. There is an upward trend in the number of accidental/not known vehicle fires
over this six year period. The dip in 2020/21 coincides with the Covid lockdown period.
Accidental Vehicle Fires by Year
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3.2  Vehicle fires by the property type in the Incident Recording System (IRS).

_ 125 135 161 114 177 149 861
_ 26 23 19 42 25 29 164
_ 5 7 6 9 10 10 47
_ 6 11 8 4 7 10 46
_ 1 2 7 7 8 10 35
_ 173 185 215 188 236 217 1214
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3.3 124 (10.2%) of the 1214 vehicle fires resulted in fire spread which damaged adjacent
property.

34 12 of the 1214 vehicle fires resulted in casualties/fatalities.
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3.5 Make and Model of vehicles. The vehicle make was not stated in 412 incidents.
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